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Illustration of 2 Thes. i. 9. 


(Continued from page 158.) 


“ Who shall be pun: ~ ed with everlasting destraction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.” 


We have attempted to shew, that the persons said 
to be punished with everlasting destruction in this 
passage, were the unbelieving persecuting Jews. The 
fallacy of this view will likely be detected, or if it is 
true, it will be confirmed,by considering, 

2d. At what time this punishment was to be inflict- 
ed. It is almost the universal belief, that the time 
spoken of is at the day of judgment, or the end of this 
material world. But let us examine the context of 
the passage, and see, if such a belief is supported from 
it. The context is very explicit, in informing us at 
what period of time the persons mentioned were to be 
punished with ‘ everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord.” Notice then, 

ist. That the time is expressly said to be,—** When 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord.” 

The particular time specified is then,—* when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven.” Is the 
question asked,—what period is referred to by these 
words? | answen when the Lord Jesus was revealed 
from heaven to recompense tribulation to the Jews as 
anation, when all the righteous blood shed upon the 
In proof of this let it be notic- 

ed, that this period is expressly called,—‘* the day 

then the Son of man ¢s rerealed.” Luke xvii. 30.— 

Compare Rom. ii. 5. 1 Peter i. 5, 13, and iv. 13—19, 

aniv. 1—5. That this revelation is said to be from 

heaven, and that angels are said tobe connected with 
it, is evident from Mat. xxiv. 30, 31; ** And they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And he shall send his angels 
witha great sound ofatrumpet,” &c. Itis well known 
that the word Angel signifies a messenger, and is 
applied to men, yea, sometimes to the elements of na- 
ture by which God accomplishes his purposes. The 
phrase, * his mighty angels,” is inthe margin,—* the 
* angels of his power.” See on Matthew xxiv. Whitby 
and McKnight.—As to the phrase “ in flaming fire,” 
it is a common figure of speech in describing God's 
temporal judgments on men for their sins. 
the texts the following, Mat. iv. 1,&c. Noman who 
- has read the scriptures with attention but must have 
seen that fire is the usual figure of speech by which 


earth came upon them. 


See among. 


period no one denies. All these expressions therefore, | 
perfectly agree to this period, and to the punishment of ! 
this people. 

But there are some other things mentioned in the | 
context which were to take place at this same time, | 
** when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven,” | 
which are irreconcilable with the common views en-' 
tertained of this passage, but which very strongly | 
confirm the explanation ] have given. 

Ist. At this same period of time the Thessalonians 
were to obtain resf. This is very evident from the 
passage, for it is said,-“tAnd to you who are troubled, 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven.” If the question is asked, ‘* rest from 
what?” the context clearly shews, that at this per- 
iod they were to obtain rest from the persecutions and 
tribulations which they were enduring. See the cov- 
text,and compare 2Cor. vii. 5, and Actsix.31. Now, 
if the period when Christ shall be revealed from heav- 
en be at the day of judgment, as is commonly believed, 
the Thessalonians are not promised rest from their per- 
secutions and tribulations until this period. If this 
view be correct, they have not yet obtained rest, for 
the day of judgment is not yet come, nor is Christ in 
this sense yet revealed from heaven. But surely the 
Thessalonians have obtained rest, where all the weary 
find rest, and hear no more the voice of the oppressor. 

But it may be asked, ** Did the Thessalonians whom 
the Jews persecuted obtain rest from their persecu- 
tions,.at the period when Jesps was revealed from 
heaven to take vengeance on the Jewish nation? I 
answer, yes,-for our Lord referring to this very period, 
says to his disciples, ** when these things begin to come 
to pass, then lift up your heads for your redemption 
draweth nigh.” Those who endured to the end of 











presses hard against the common interpretation. At 
any rate, let such a distinction be proved, before we 
are called on to admit it, for mere assertions can never 
convince us. 

3d. When Christ was revealed from heaven fo ree 
compense tribulation to those who troubled the Thed- 
salonians, ‘and gave them rest from their tronbles, it 
was the same time mentioned verse 10th, “* when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be &ad- 
mired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed,) in that day.” It ought to 
be noticed here, that the words, ** because our testi- 
mony among you was believed,” are included in a pre 
renthesis. McKnight gives the following translation of 
this verse which is more intelligible. ‘Jn that day, 
when he shall come to be glorified through his saints, 
and to be admired by all the believers ; and by you, be- 
cause our testimony was believed by you.” The only 
question here is,—was Christ glorified throngh his 
saints, and was he admired by all the believers, and 
even by the Thessalonians, when he was revealed 
from heaven and yielded vengeance on the Jews, who 
persecuted Christians every where throughaut the Ro- 
man empire? That he was, we presume will not be 
questioned, for then they not only obtained rest from 
their persecutors, but beheld his signal vengeance on 
them in rendering tribulation to thase who had troub- 
led them. At this period, they could not but sing this 
song—‘ great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty ; just and true are thy , thou king of 
samts. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 
thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall 
come and worship before thee ; for thy judgments are 
made manifest. We give thee thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and waet, and art to come; be- 





the Jewish dispensation, were not only saved from the 
calamities which came on the unbelieving Jews, but 
from their former persecutors. This we believe isa 
vratter of history as of fact. Indeed, the very circum- 
stances of the case shew, that after the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the unbelieving Jews could have little 
power or influence in persecuting christians. ‘lheir 
own troubles were such, that under them they could 
not well trouble others. 
2d. At the same period that the Thessalonians were 
to obtain rest, God-was to recompense tribulation to 
them who were their troublers or persecutors. This is 
very obvious by quoting verses 6 and 7—“ seeing it is 
| a righeous thing with God to recompense tribulation 
| to them that trouble you; and to you who are troubled 
‘rest with us.”? And when shall both these things take 
place? It is added, ‘* when the Lord Jesus shall be 
‘revealed from heaven.” It is veryevident, if the day 
of judgment be the time referred to, when the Lord Je- 
sus is to be revealed from heaven, God is not to recom- 





christians throughout the Roman empire were at rest | 


cause thou has takén to thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned.” Rev. xv. 3, 4, and 11,17. If believers glo- 
rify God, when Paul who once persecuted them be- 
jcame a preacher of the faith, (Gal. i. 23, 24) how 
/much more when their persecutors were generally re- 
moved, and they saw the ** Son of man coming in his 
kingdom.” Mat. xvi. 28. 

The phrase, ** admired in all them that believe,” 
or, according to McKnight, ** by all the believers,” 
can form no solid objection to the views given. The 
term all, comprehending all those who were believers 
‘at the period in which Christ came to take vengeance 
on the Jewish nation, accord with the preceding con- 
text, and is confirmed by the succeeding. At verse 
llth, Paul prays that the Thessalonians might be count- 
ed worthy of this calling. What calling? The con- 
text already considered leads us to thig answer. Wor- 
thy of the calling, of Christ being admired in them at 
this period, and of obtaining rest when Christ should 
be revealed from heaven, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God and obey not the gospel. As un- 








God describes his judgments on the Jewish nation.— 
That it should be used so in the passage before us need 
excite no surprise, as the apostle was describing the 
Most awful vengeance which ever came pon them.— 
We have seen already, that the expression, ‘* taking 
; Vengeance,” or, as it is in the margin, ‘* yielding ven- 
s°ance” on them that knaw net God, can occasion no 
difficulty. The period when our Lord came to take 
Vengeance on the Jews, is called, “ the days of ven- 
Seance that all things which are written may be fulfil- 
led."—Luke xxi. 22. That the Jews knew not God, 


| pence tribulation to the wicked until this period. But | belief brought on their persecutors this vengeance, so 
laccording to the popular faith on this subject, the faith in the testimony of God, preached by the apos- 
wicked are to be punished from the moment of their, tles, and enduring to the end, procured their safety.— 
death until the day of judgment, as well as after this Even the apostles of our Lerd were not promised safe- 
period. We must theneither maintain, that the Thes- ty, but by their attending to the instructions given 
salonians are not to obtain rest, nor the wicked be pun- them in Matthew, chapter xxiv. 

ished until the day of judgment, or relinquish the com- | Aw lwaviner ArTerR Trot. 
mon interpretation given to this passage. It will not | (To be Continued.) 

do to say here, that they are not to be punished in FF] FI 

their bodies until this period, though their souls will be ANEW UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 
punished iv a separate state. No; the apostle makes A Sociéty has recently been gathered and organized 





and obeyed not the gospel of Christ, we have seen al- 
Teddy, and that Ged took vengeance om them at this! 


no such distinction, nor is it likely it would be made, | jn Belfast, (Me.) to be called “ The First Universatigt 
unless such a dificulty needed to be relieved which! Society in Belfast.’—Ch. Intelligencer, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | delicate red; and they shew themselves early in the 
spring, which still eshances their value.” 
2d. We notice its meaning in the text. 
Solomon, in this chapter, describes old age by sever- 














I do most unfeignedly acknowledge my error in inti- 
mating before the public, the bare possibility of Mr. 
3. Holmes being the author of the communication sign- ,al striking similitudes. The darkness of the sun, moon, 
ed “* Watts.” As he was so good as to deny being the | stars, clouds, trembling watchmen, &c. and among 
author, (if he could in conscieuce,) I wish he had de- others the flourishing of the Almond Tree. It is gen~ 
nied having any knowledge of him. Is it probable erally thought that he means grey or white hairs, which 
that any man would have undertaken the defence of | are common to old people. This is doubtless what the 
his sermon, without his knowledge or consent? If he king of Israel meant. 
was not a genuine son of Hopkins, he was, beyond aj ‘The reader will notice that there are two kinds of 
doubt, of John Calvin. A public lecture belongs to! 4/mond Trees. —One about twenty feet high: the oth- 
the public, and I conclude any person has a right (ifit! er four of five feet. The first may describe public men, 
is done ingenuously, and without any misrepresenta- | and the other such as live all their days as private cidz- 
tions) to make as many objections to it, as there are | sens, Grey hairs are not only marks of age, but in public 
contradictions and inconsistencies in it, at least,—and | men are considered marks of great understanding. 
that too without the consent of the author. Ipresume} Eliphaz said, Job xv. 9, 10, ‘‘ What knowest thou, 
Mr. Holmes can find enough toemploy his ¢éme and pen | that we know not? What understandest thou, which 
about, in sending one part of his hearers to heaven, | is not in us? With us are both the gray-headed, and 
and the other to an eternal hell, especially as it is} very aged men, much elder than thy father.” 
hinted that some of them begin to doubt, whethet God; Solomon said, Prov. xvi. 31, ‘* The hoary head is a 
ever made any for misery. Every public speaker | crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteous- 
‘eught to preach what he thinks the truth; and if he/ness.”? ‘The Almond Tree blooms before any other 
conscientiously believes the terrible doctrines of Hop- tree, and before any leaves are seen on the tree ; and 
kins and Calvin, and thinks they are the best calcu-! the blossoms denote seed time, and a plentiful harvest. 


lated to promote peace on earth, good will among men, | In ai! the great reformations which have been, either 








: —— 
God and immortal souls. I was sensible this was a 


duty I ought to perform, as I believed no man could be 
a successful, soul-saving minister who did not declare 
‘¢ all the counsel of God,” shunning ‘‘profane‘and vain 
babblings ; for they will increase unto more ungodli- 
ness.”? Jt has been suspected, I learn, that I am nota 
Calvinist, but some audacious heretic who has had the 








and glory to God in the highest,—I cannot find it in 

my heart to say he ought not to preach them. I must 

however, rejoice, that they are false,—and while I be- 

lieve as I now do, use my utmost endeavors to per- 

euade men that God is, and ever will be, good to all 

‘his creatures. E. C. Jr. 
New-Bedford, March 6, 1824. 


—— 
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THE ALMOND TREE. 





tn Ecclesiastes xii. 5, is the following concerning thi: | 


three, ** Also when they shall be afraid of that which 
is high, and fears shall be in the way ; and the AL- 
monD TREE shall flourish, and the grasshopper shal! 
be a burden, and desire shall fail, because man goeih 
to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets.” 

We will first describe the Almond Tree; 2d. Shew 
its meaning in the text. 

The following is the common Almond, as described 
by an English writer ;—‘* The Commuanis, or common 
ALMOND, a native of Africa, will grow to near 20 feet 
high; and whether planted singly in an open place, 
or mixed with others in clumps, shrubby—quarters, &c. 
shews itself one of the finest flowering trees in nature. 
Those who never yet saw it, may easily conceive what 
a noble appearance this tree must make,when covered 
all over with a blossom of a delicate red, which will be 
in March ; a time when very few trees are ornamented 
either with leaves or flowers. No oruamental planta- 
tions, therefore, of what sort or kind soever, should be 


without ALMonp TREES. Neither are the beauties of 


the flowers the only thing desirable in this tree; the 
fruit would render it worthy of planting, were there no 
‘other motive. It ripens well, and its goodness is not 
unkuown to us. 

The white flowering .#lnord, well known in our 
nurseries, is a variety of this species, and is cultivated 
for the sake of the flowers and the fruit, though the 
flowers are inferior to the others; and unless it be set 
xgainst a south wall, in a well sheltered place, there 
will be little hopes of bearing fruit. 

The Nana, Dwarr AuMonp, is a native of Asia 
Minor. Of this shrub there are two sorts, the single 
and the double. Both grow to about four or five feet 
uigh, and one in the first esteem as flowering shrubs. 
‘Lhe single sort bears its beauties; but the double kind 
ismatchless. In both, the flowers are arranged the 

whote lensth of the last years shoots; their color is a 





political or religious, these Almond Trees have flonr- 
ished first, predicting prosperity to the rising genera- 
tion. See the mond Tree flourishing on Jacob’s 


ternerity to trifle with things which relate to etefnity, 


| Perhaps it was some severity which my brethren 


thought they discovered in my communication that led 
them to think thus of me. But some of them think the 
writer was sincere ,and have been made sorry by what he 
communicated. One object ] had in view in Writing 
again was to convince them that 1am one of their 
brethren. Although I found some fault with them, I 
did not mean to insinuate that ‘hey were unfaithful in 
all things: this came not into my heart. There are 
many things for which I must and shall commend them 
in the course of this pice. And I trust this will be 
read with attention, as I have apostolical example for 
writing two communications, especially when the first 
had been a cause of sorrow to those whom it mostly 
concerned. Ihdpe that eventually, I shall be able to 
apply the apostles words to myself. ‘ For though L 
made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though! 
did repent: for I perceive that the same episile made 
you sorry, though it were but fora season. Now I re- 
joice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sor 





rowed to repentance: forye wete made sorry aftera 


head, while in the last of life he blest the sons of Jos- | godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in 


eph, and foretold what should befall his twelve sons, 


in the last days. He surely brought forth the fruit of 
his lips in old age, and flourished to the last moment of 


life. The hoary head, found in the way of righteous- 


iness, has been in all ages, a crown of glory to the na- 
t tion, where such men hare flourished. 


With such ag- 
ed is wisdom. Of such men, the saying of Flibu is 
true. Jcb xxxii. 7, “ PT said, days should speak, and 
multitude of years should teach wisdom.” 

This flourishing ofthe .4/mond Tree, is not confined 
to public men; others, in private stations have flour- 
ished in their families, among their relatives, and a 
numerous circle of fricnds, and by long experience, 
have tanght the youne, how to be wise in early life.— 
Many youn? men are able to tell how they were ben- 
efitted by what was said by such as were ‘old anc 
gray-headed.” It is said that the branch of the Al- 
mond Tree, which grew one year, is covered from end 
to end with the most beautiful flowers. Happy is the 
man of gray hairs, whose whole life is alike, having 
served the Lord from his youth, and in old age, is 
found in the same way of righteousness. 

The writers tell us, thst in all trees for ornament, 
the ** Almond Tree” should havea place. So in all 
classes of men, the aged should be reckoned,—Reho- 
beam was ruined by hearkening to the council of young 
men, and rejecting the instruction of the aged. 

Lei it be remembered, that when the **.4/mond 
Tree” Sourishes ;—wheu the hair is whitened by age, 
the instruction from such will soon be at an end.— 
When Seneca, advauced in age, was to be bled to 
death, by order of the Emperor, his pupils gathered 
around, and while the blood was running from his fect 
in the warm bath, they wrote what dropped from hi: 
lips, as fruit of the most importance to them in future 
life. Let the youth follow this example, *‘ hear in- 
struction, be wise, and refuse it not.” E. S. 
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ON MINISTERIAL FAITHFULNESS 
No. 1, 

It willbe recollected that it is not long since J pul 
lished an article on Ministerial Faithfulness. In ih. 
{ endeavored to point out some things in which ii; 
most of my brethren had been unfaithful to the gicu 





| nothing.” 
it will be recollected that I found fanlt with them 
| for preaching sometimes such doctrines as I thought 


| : 
were an encroachment upon those holy decrees which 





{ and they believe to be the only just foundation for 
the hope of poor sinful man. It will therefore be ex- 
pected that, if ] see any thing to cemmend, it is some-« 
thing in faith or practice which agrees with those de- 
crees. Iam happy to bear testimony to the world 
that my brethren in many respects are faithful. 

The first thing which I shall mention as a manifes- 
tation of their faithfulness, is their steadily refusing te 
take any notice of those who oppose their doctrines, or 
of their insidious questions on religions subjects, aud 
also of their refusing to come out before the world and 
disprove their doctrine. ‘That this has been their 
practice I declare to their honor. ‘They have steadily 
done it. And even when tempted, they have resist- 
ed. Temptations that would have overcome common 
men have had no effect to allure them from the path 
of duty. Appeals have been made to their honor, their 
compassion, and their responsibility ; and it has even 
been said by wicked acd ignorant men that they dare 
not publicly converse upon religious subjects; but, 
thanks be to God, whose grace ha: supported them, 
notwithstanding all this, they have stedfastly main- 
tained a propriety of character. Would not such 
temptations have overcome the world? and might they 
not have overcome even the people of God, had they 
uot related to subjects purely spiritual? It has been 
aid, as I have stated, that the reason why they have 
not met their opposers publicly is, they dare not. Ah! 
Christ intimated that men wouid say all manner of evil 
against his followers. But this is simply an intimation 
against their courage; it affects nothing else. And! 
am sure I can easily prove that they are not Jacking in 
this. Let any man tempt them in any such way upon 
4 subject less spiritual,—let it be said, for instance, 
that they are ignorant of the dead languages, oF of 
their own,—let this get to be the common opinion, and 
chev see if they lack courage. No; aud we must at- 
‘ribute their silence to the questions and surmises of 
vain and inquisitive men, solely to a delicate sense of 
duty to the cause they have espoused, and to a meck 
vod forbearing spirit, which all men would do well to 





A ot ail our preaching and conduct barmonme with 


uitivate. 
Any one can now see that these things are yen 
-yeemeut with the holy decrees of God. And sho 























— . . 
them? Why then should Christians be blamed? why 


not rather commended ? Did not God pass these un-! 
believers by? And ‘* shall mortal man be more just 
than God? shall a man be more pure than his Maker?” 
If God left them in unbelief, if he predestinated them 
to it, is it not his will that they should remain in dark- 
ness? Certainly it is. I do not know that I state its 
worst character when I say it is impious for man to re- 
sist the divine will; it, at least, forebodes something 
dreadful. I hope my brethren in the Lord will main- 
tain their preseot course. They are admirably consis- 
tent with the holy decrees which they profess to be- 
lieve. And ifthey will cease to vite all mankind to 
come to Christ, and make a few other amendments, 
their conduct will agree with itself as well as with the 
divine decrees. 

It has been said, that if they are sure Universalists 
are in an error, they should endeavor to convince them 
of i 
This has been already answered in what we have said. 
But I cat: plead in defence of my brethren, that God 
hac set no example of this kind. They teach the de- 
erees, becanse God hassetthe example. But can any 
one say that God has done what it is now contended 
Flas Jesus or the apostles set 
any examples of this kind ? Should the servant be 
shove his Lord? And-this teo is an evidence of the de. 
God passes them by, and leaves 
them in unbelief to perish. 

Auother thing in which my brethren have manifest- 
el] their faithfulness, and for which they should be 
commended, is the practice commonly called * close 
communion.”? They do not set down at the table of 
God with any but the people of God; those who have 
been justified aud sanctified: those who believe the 


Le 


t. by proving to them that Universalisin is erroneous, 


my brethren shovld co? 


crea of reprobation, 


5 


truth as it is io .! 


our fallen nature to associate with all classes of pecple 


é Jt is a practice so congenial to 


mus. 


indiscriminately that we must refer the holy zeal of 
our brethren altegether to the influence of the divine 
decrees, it is thig practice which has induced the 


‘* the tabie of the Lord is contemptible.” 
My brethren should be commended inasmuch as they 
act consistently with their doctrine. Is it not plain 
that God did not design that his children should asso- 
ciate with the children of the devil? Has he not, in 
his decree, made a great and everlasting distinction 
And will he not in that great day for 
which all other days were made, ‘* separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats ?? Has he not made a great gulph between 
heaven and hell, so that those in one place shall not 
associate with those in the other?. Has he not said, 
* Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues 7” 
My brethren sha]] be commended for another mani- 
festation of their faithfulness, in constantly refusing to 
give to the world at large proef of the doctrine they 
Some of them, by being provoked set about 
doing this, and liked to have trespassed a little in this 
respect, but generaliy they have been very faithful.— 
Ithas been a matter of wouder to the world, that they 
should insist upon their doctrines as true, and not give 
the world at large proof of them. Now the world is in a 
state of nature, and ‘ the natural man discerneth not 
the things of the spirit of God.” Because they have 
been sparing of proof, it is no evidence that they have 
not got it; neither because they have not given it to 
the world at large, does it prove that they have not 
given it to one another. I ask why they should give it 
tothe world? Would this be according to the decrees? 
Did uot God ordain that the world should remain in 
unbelief? Hath he not made their heart fat, and shut 
their eyes, and made their ears heavy, “ lest they see 
With their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their heart and convert, and be healed ?” 
This shews us it is the will of God that reprobate per- 
sons should not have conversion to the truth. What 


good to sav, 


between them ? 


believe. 


Sood would it do under these circumstances to give 
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known to do such a thing? or Jesus Christ ? or any of | 


circumstances. 
pliest against God? Shall the thing formed say tohim 
that formed it, why hast thou mage me thus?” 
Another thing in my brethren to be commended as | 
being in perfect harmony with the divine decrees, is | 
their refusing to be sociable and charitable towards 
those who do not agree with them in opinion. That! 
this has been the case I feel happy to bear my testi- 
mony, for in my opinion it is something eminently good. 
It is a proof that christians are weaning themselves ' 
from this evil world, and setting their affections on 
things above. Those lately brougist to a knowledge 
of the covenant of grace find this one of their most dif- 
ficult duties. But when they have attained to a high 
degree of spiritual knowledge, and the influence of the 
irath has fully produced its holy operation, then these 
obstacles are overcome. At first they are reconciled 
to the eterna] damnation of men, if it be God’s will; 
bet at last it will become a matter of joy; they will 
sing amen, alleluia. They will then be like God.— 
This shews that there is an improvement in spiritual 
as well as temporal things. If Christians were to be 
social and charitable to the world, would they feel to- 
wards them as God does? No. From yarious consid- 
erations then we see that it is right and faithful for 
them to pursue their preseut course. The apostle says, 
‘* Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbeliev- 
ers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with un- 
righteousness ? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial ? 
or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?” 
I have now said what I intended to with respect to 
ministerial faithfulness. I havé tepsehended and com- 
mended,—May a blessing be added to what has been 
said.—Amen. A CALVINIST. { 


=! 
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REASONING WITH GOD. 


When an earthly sovereign is disposed to exercise a 
despotic power, either to aggrandise himself by means 
of oppression, or to gratify his ferocious disposition and 
ill temper, by inflicting unjust and unreasonable tor-| 
tures on his defenceless subjects, we should not expect 
to hear him calling on the objects of his wrath to come 
and reason with him. So far from this, the greatest 
favorite of his court would scarcely dare to move a 
most humble petition for mercy to be extended to 
those whom the monarch’s pride or anger had doomed 
to suffer. But when the supreme majesty of heaven 
and earth addressed a host of rebels, whose crimes 
were red like scarlet and ofa crimson dye, in a voice 
as gentle as the zepher, which but just moves the pen- 
dent leaf, He utters forth the gracious whisper, “Come, 
vow and let us reason together—Though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”” And here 
it is worthy of profound consideration, that this is not 
the language of supplicating transgressors, moved with 
contrition, pleading for mercy; but is the language of 
that God, whose cowmands have been shamefully vio- 
tated, expostulating with the guilty to accept of his 
free grace, and no longer to slight his unmerited clem- 
ency. Nor are the guilty called on to receive the full 
and entire forgiveness of their sins without a clear un- 
standing of the nature and character of their crimes, 
and also of the propriety and divine fitness of that dis- 














pensation of grace by which the foul stains of their 


| peace and enjoyment. 


them the evidence that our doctrine is true? And we transgressions are cleansed ; for all this they are to ob- 
call here too for a divine example. Was God ever tain by reasoning with God. 


Both experience and observation discover the fact, 


the apostles? Is it not enough for us to be like them?! that man is incapable of reasoning correctly while un- 
It will then be asked how a’man is to blame for not! der the operation of terrific fear ; and as divine wis- 
believing, and how it can be just in God to expose him | dom sees this with perfect clearness, it never clothes 
to the eternal consequences of unbelief under such; its invitations in robes of terror, but with the mantle of 
‘** But O man, who art thou that re-| meek, condescending mercy. 


Under the salutary influence of this divine gentle- 


ness, the transgressor can reflect, can compare, can un- 


derstand the nature of moral subjects and their rela- 
tion to each other. He can reason with God; can ask 
reasonable questions and receive and understand rea- 
sonable answers. 

In the first place the transgressor, in his reasoning 
with God, will naturally inquire to know the strict 
propriety and reasonableness of the commands which 
he has disobeyed. When this subject is fully investi- 
gated it is clearly understood, that all these commands 
were enjoined on man for the sole purpose of his own 
The reasonablcness of the law 
is now settled, and the sinner satisfied, that the law- 
giver was as kind in the giving of the commands as he 
now is in his propositions of favors. The guilty will 
next ask, in his reasoning with God, why such severe 
penalties were enacted in a law which was designed 
for man’s benefit ? This inquiry results in discovering 
the fact, that all these penalties were designed for the 
same benevolent purpose for which the commands 
were given, and that they are inflicted, not to gratify 
any revenge in God, but to produce repentance and 
reformation ia the rebellious, which brings him to the 
rectitude and enjoyment, which the statutes of life 
were designed to produce. Understanding this, the 
sinner fully approbates both the law and the punish- 
ishments it inflicts on him for his transgressions. 

His reasoning now brings him to love the law, to 
love the law-giver, and to yield his heart and affeo- 
tions to all the requirements which are enjoined upon 
him. He now casts his eyes around him and asks, 
what shall 1 do, or what can be done to remove my 
former crimes, and low are the crimson stains of my 
guilt to be abelerged? But with what sweet surprise 
does he now behold the whiteness of wool and the pu- 
rity of snow, iv the room of those stains which had so 
excited his appreliensions, while he hears the gracious 
words of his merciful Father in heaven, saying; * li 
the wicked will turn from his sins that he hath com- 
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 
All his trausgressions that he hath committed, they 
shall not be mentioned unto him ; in his righteousness 
that he hath done he shall live.” 


May this thy mercy, dearest Lord, 
My guilty conscience purge ; 

And from my sins, thy faithful word 
My future life absterge. 


May each command, on me enjoin’d, 
A treasure be esteemed ; 

Among thy jewels may I find 
Myself, from sin redeemed. 


Give me to reason now with Thee, 
That I may see and know 

The fullness of thy love, and be 
Thy friend and not thy foe. 

MARRIED, 

In this City, by Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. John 8. Slade: 
to Miss Hannah Appleton.—Capt. John Coombs to Miss 
Mary Knowles, all of Boston. 

In Roxbury, by Rey. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr.. Emmons 
Slocomb, Jr. of Cambridge, to Miss Sarah Blanchard,. 
of Roxbury. 

In Cambridge, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. John: 
Goddard to Miss Anna Peirce, both of Cambridge. 


DIED, 
In Attleboro’, Mass Mr. Hezekiah Maynard,.aged 82 


H. B. 
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SELECTED. 


NIGHT. 


BY MONTGOMERY. 


Night is the time for rest ; 

How sweet when labors close, 

To gather round our aching breast 

The curtain of repose: 

Stretch the tired limbs, and lay the head 
Upon our own delightful bed ! 


Night is the time for dreams; | 

The gay romance of life, 

When truth that is, and truth that seems, 
Plend in fantastick strife ; 

Sh! visions less beguiling far 

Than waking dreams by day-light are. 


Night is the time for toil ; 

To plough the classick field, 

Intent to find the buried spoil 

Its wealthy furrows yield ; 

*Till all is ours that sages taught, 
That poets sang, or heroes wrought. 


Night is the time to weep ; 

To wet with unseen tears 

‘Those graves of memory, where sleep 
The joys of other years ; 

Hopes that were angels in their birth, 
But perished young like things of earth! 


Night is the time to watch ; 

On ocean’s dark expanse, 

To hail the Pleiades, or catch 

The full moon’s earliest glance, 
That brings into the home-sick mind 
All we loved and left behind. 


Night is the time for care ; 

Brooding on hours mispent, 

To see the spectre of despair 

Come to our lonely tent ; 

Like Brutus midst his slumbering host, 
Started by Cesar’s stalwarth ghost. 


Night is the time to muse: 

Then from the eye the soul 

Takes flight, and with expanding views 
Beyond the starry pole, 

Descries atbwart the abyss of night 
The dawn of uncreated light. 


Night is the time to pray ; 

Our Saviour oft withdrew 

To desert mountains far away, 

So will his followers do ; 

Steal from the throng to haunts untrod, 
And hold communion there with God. 


Night is the time for death ; 

When all around is peace, 

Calmly to yield the weary breath, 

From sin and suffering cease ; 

Think of Heaven’s bliss, and give the sign 

To parting friends—such death be mine. 
oa | 
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Remarks on Ezekiel xiii. 22. 


AtWith lies have ye made the heart of the righteous sad, 
whom I have not made sad ; and strengthened the 


hands of the wicked, that he should not return from 


his wicked way by promising him life.” 


This text has been applied to the preachers of Uni- 


versalism. They are preachers of lies; they have 
made the hearts of the righteous sad; they have pro- 


Mised the wicked life, and thus strengtheyed his hands 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


that he should not return from his w 
plead not guilty to these charges; and call upon those 


have done, viz. prove that the doctrine we preach is 
false. We feel perfectly willing to defend ourselves 
by shewing that the passage above can have no refer- 
ence to us. 

Can it be justly said, that the doctrine we preach 
will make the heart of the righteous sad? The most 
prominent features of this doctrine are, that God is the 
father and friend of all men, and that Jesus Christ, his 
Son, by his appointment, will finally bring all to the 
enjoyment of eternal life. Whatis there in this doc- 
trine to make the heart of a righteous man sad? That 
it has made some people sad we cannot dispute, but 
the lies which the false prophets preached made the 
hearts of the righteous sad. God told Abraham that in 
his seed, i. e. Christ, all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed, and he repeated this to Isaac and Jacob; 
but we do not read that either of them was sad about 
it. David said, ** The Lord is good to all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works;’’ but he never 
spake of this fact asa cause of sadnesstohim. Paul 
said, ** God will have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth ;”’ and he also said, **we 
which have believed do enter into rest ;*? but he said 
nothing about sadness in consequence of believing this 
truth. People used to be sad because Christ ate and 
drank with publicans and sinners. The laborers in 
the vineyard were sad hecause every man received a 
penny ; and the elder brother was sad, yea more, he 
was angry because the prodigal was received into fav- 
or. But then, these were not righteous people; and 
the text does not say,with lies ye have made the heart 
of the wicked sad. 


Universalism are made sad when that dostrine is 
preached, not because it is, but because they fear it is 
not true ; and if not, that it may be the means of al- 
luring thousands dewn to hell who might net otherwise 
have gone there. To this I shall make two replies, 
one for Calvinists and the other for Arainians. 

1. How is it possible for one of the eject to be lost, 
let him believe what he may? God has predestiiated 
the non-elect to woe, and ordained ali the means by 
which they are led on to it. Why thea shouid ihe 
believer .f this doctrine be sad, when it is said God 


and ought Calvinists to mourn for them? Why talk o! 
its ruining souls? Are not all souls ruined that can be? 

2. lask Arminians, if they any where read that any 
person will be tormented in the future state for believ- 
ing that God will have all men to be saved? Is it dan- 
gerous to believe that God is good? Shall we iucur 
his displeasure by this? Furthermore, they have ali 
along made wicked works the cause of eternal misery. 
Now allowing that God does not fulfil his promise, and 
some are eternally lost, it is no sin to believe in the 
salvation of all men; and nothing, asl can see, that a 
man should be tormented for. 

Another accusation against those spoken of in the 
text is, ye have “ strengthened the hands of the wick- 
ed, that he should not return from his wicked way, by 
promising him life.” Let the reader notice, that the 
wicked did not return from his wicked way because he 
was promised life. The promise of life had an effect 
;upon him; life was what he wanted; and the text 
very strongly intimates that he would have returned 
from his wicked way, if he had not been promised life. 
The question then, is, where was he promised this 
life? ‘The correct answer is, in his wicked way. He 
expected to get it while he was wicked; the prophets 
told him that he would, and this was the reason why 
he did not return. Had he been told that he would 
have life if he returned, and not without, his hands 
would not have been strengthened. The prodigal son 
returned ‘irom his wicked way.” Why? Because 
he expected to obtain life. Where? At his father’s 





icked way. We | 


who lay them at our door, to do what they newer yet 


will save all men? Can any but reprobates be jost?| the next words. 











house. Suppose some one had promised him life where 
he was, and made him believe he would get it there, 
what would bave been the effect? It is reasonable to 
suppose he would have continued where he was, The 
hands of the wicked would have been strengthened 
that he should not return from his wicked way, by the 
| promise of life. If any man preaches to the Wicked 
‘that he will have life i@ Ats wicked way, his doctrine 
_ corresponds with that of the false prophets spoken of 
_in the passage at the head of our remarks. But people 
now are almost ashamed of such doctrine. We haye 
heard that sinners are the most happy in this life, and 
| that the people of God travel in a thorny road. Faith 
in such doctrine is visibly declining. God has promis- 
‘ed all mankind life; but not in their wicked tay.— 
While men are dead in sin, their life is hid with Christ 
in God; and they never can enjoy it in their wicked 
way. 


| 
' 
} 


God had threatened the people of !srael with dread 
ful punishments, and faithfully warned them of theig 
| approaching danger, by his prophets. He had threat- 
ened them with sword and famine for their wickedness ; 
and those who are acquainted with the history of Jeru. 
tsalem know that the Lord was not slack concerning 
|his threatening. The false prophets told them that 
these things would net come upon them, and in this 
way strengthened the hands of the wicked, and induc. 
'ed him not toreturn from his wicked way. Hence we 
read in Jeremiah, ** Ah! Lord God! behold the pres 
_phets say unto them, ye shall not see the sword, neith- 
er shall ye have famine ; but I will give you assured 
peace in this place. Then the Lord said unto me, the 
prophets prophecy lies in my name, I sent them not, 
‘neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto 
| them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divi- 


But it may be sald by some, that the opposers of | nation, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their 


| heart. Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the 
| prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them 
not, yet they say, sword and famine shall not be in this 
‘land; by sword and famine shall these prophets be 
_cousumed, And the people to whom they prophesy 
shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem, because 
\of the famine, and the sword; and they shall have 
|nong to bury them, their wives, nor their sons, nor 
| their daughters: for I wil] pour their wickednegs upon 
| them.” That these were the lies with which the 
| hearts of the righteous were made sad is evident from 
** Therefore thou shalt say this word 
|unto them, Let mine eyes run down with tears night 
and day, and let them not cease: for the virgin daugh- 
ter of my people is broken with a great breach, witha 
very grievous blow.”’ Jer. xiv. 13—17. 
what these lies were. 


Now we see 
They were nothing relating to 
salvation through Jesus Christ, nor to punishment ia 
the future state ; but altogether to the temporal judg- 
ents with which God had threatened Israel, and 
which he accordingly brought upon them. And they 
can with no more propriety be applied to Universalist, 
than to people who lived before the flood. If chris- 
tians were more careful to ascertain the true sense of 
the scriptures, they would be saved a great deal of 
pain and disappointment. Some people have all along 
applied the descriptions of false prophets to those who 
preach the salvation of all men; and the clergy who 
know better have too much interest in carrying on the 
work of deception to tell such people they are wrongs 
But the.time is coming when honest people will know 
the truth, and there will be none toimpose upon them; 
for it will then be for the present interest of all openly 
to avow their belief in that doctrine which is recoguis- 
ed by him ‘+ who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
RicHARDS. 
— 
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